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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
BEFORE THE BOARD OF PATENT APPEALS AND INTERFERENCES 



In re Application of: Sosa, et al. 

Serial No.: 10/729,446 

ConfinnationNo.: 1024 

Filed: December S, 2003 

For: Impact Modified Polystyrene and 
Process for Pr^aring Same 



§ Atty. Dkt No.: COS-936 
§ 

§ Group Art Unit: 1711 
§ 

§ Cust No,: 25264 
§ 

§ Examiner: Asinovsky 

§ 

§ 



Mail Stop Appeal Brief-Patents 
Commissioner ibr Patents 
P,0, Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Honorable Commissioner: 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 
37CFR1.10 

I herdby certify that this correspondence is beiz^ 
deposit^ on the date below witii the United States 
Postal Service as Eqircss Mail» Mailing Labd No. HO 
19Q5739S7US, in an envdope addressed to; Mail Stop 
Appeal Brief-F&teaits, Commiosbncf for Patents, F.O. 
Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 223]^1450. 



Date 




TRANSMITTAL LETTER AND FEE AUTHORIZATION 



In connection Avith the above identified application, Applicants respectfully 
submit the following documents: 

1. Reply Brief 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge the fee of 5500.00, along with any 
additional fees that may be required for this submission, or credit any overpayments, to 
Dqposit Account No. 03-3345. 



Respectfully submitted, 

L^onTfivans 
Fina Technology, Inc. 
P.O. Box 674412 
Houston, Texas 77267 
Telephone: 281-227-5365 
Fascimile: 281-227-5384 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
BEFORE THE BOARD OF PATENT APPEALS AND INTERFERENCES 



In re Application of: Sosa 

Serial No,: 10/729,446 

Confirmation No.: 1024 

Filed: December 5, 2003 

For: Impact Modified Polystyrene and 
Process for Preparing Same 



Mail Stop Appeal Brief-Patents 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Honorable Commissioner: 



§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 



Group Art Unit: 1711 



Examiner: Asinovsky 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 
37CFR1.10 

I hereby certify that tiiis correspondence is being 
deposited on the date below with the United States 
Postal Service as Express Mail, Mailing Label No. EO 
190573957 US. in an envelope addressed to: Mail Stop 
Appeal Brief-Patents, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. 
Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 223 j^-1450. 



Date 




REPLY BRIEF 

Appellants submit this Reply Brief to the Board of Patent Appeals and 
Interferences in response to the Examiner's Answer dated April 13, 2006. 



Arguments 

L The Examiner erred in rejecting claims 1-5, 8 and 18 under 35 

U.S.C. §102(b) AS BEING ANTICIPATED BY SOSA BECAUSE SOSA DOES NOT 

TEACH High Impact Polystyrene. 

As previously submitted. Appellants claim an impact modified polystyrene having 
a haze value of less than or equal to 12 percent. Appellants' "impact modified 
polystyrene" is a "High Impact Polystyrene" as defined by the specification. See^ 
specification, at least paragraphs 3-4 and IS. 

The Examiner states that TIPS is "only a named resulting product" and that "the 
process for making TIPS in Sosa *043 and HIPS in the present claims is the same." See, 
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Examiners' Answer at page 8. Appellants strongly disagree with the Examiner's 
assertion. Further, the Examiner cites no support in Sosa '043 for her assertion. 

Sosa V43 clearly teaches Transparent Impact Modified Polystyrene (TIPS). 
While Sosa '043 distinguishes the differences between TIPS and HIPS in the background 
(''[T]he primary difference between a HIPS material and a TIPS material arises from the 
difference in the morphologies of the two materials' rubber phases"), Sosa '043 is 
directed to making TIPS materials using an elastomers reactor system that is unique to 
TIPS manufacture (Le., the composition of TIPS nor the process for making such is the 
same as HIPS.) See, at least column 4, lines 3 to 25. Sosa '043 does not teach, show or 
suggest a HIPS material having a haze value of less than or equal to 12 percent, as recited 
in the pending claims. Accordingly, Appellants respectfully request reversal of the 
rejection. 

II. The Examiner erred in rejecting claims 6-7, 9-17 and 19-30 
UNDER 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over Sosa '043 in 

WEW OF BOfVEN. 

As demonstrated above, Sosa '043 teaches a Transparent Impact Polystyrene, not 
HIPS, Bowen does not provide the limitations missing in Sosa '043 and therefore a 
detailed discussion is not deemed necessary. Accordingly, Appellants respectfully 
request reversal of the rejection. 
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Conclusion 

In conclusion, the references of record, either alone or in combination, do not 
teach or suggest a high impact polystyrene having a haze value of less than or equal to 12 
percent. Thus, Appellants respectfully request reversal of the rejections of claims 1-30. 



Resjbectfully submitted. 




Tenley R. 
Registratior 

38 Hope Farm Road 
Missouri City, Texas, 77459 
Telephone: 281-778-8934 
Fascunile: 281-778-8937 
Attorney for Appellant(s) 
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